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51 SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERICES SPS 34.011

Chapter SPS 34
FIREARMS AND OTHER DANGEROUS WEAPONS

SPS34.001  Authority. SPS 34.03 Initial training requirements for carrying a firearm.
SPS 34.002  Definitions. SPS 34.04 Approval as a firearms proficiency certifier
SPS 34.01 General conditions relating to carrying a firearm. SPS 34.05 Agency firearms policy and laws.
SPS 34.01 Conditions relating to transporting a loaded firearm in a vehicle. SPS 34.06 Reporting the dischge of a firearm.
SPS 34.015 Application for a permit to carry a firearm. SPS 34.07 Other dangerous weapons.
SPS 34.02 Certificates of proficiency to carry a firearm. SPS 34.08 Replica or facsimile of a firearm.
Note: Chapter RL 34 was renumbered chapter SP&n8érs. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., (5) A person who is employed in this state by a pudajency
Stats. Register November 2aINo. 671. as a law enforcementfifer to carry a concealed firearm and if s.

941.23(1) (g) 2. to 5. an@?) (b) 1. to 3., Stats., applies, may carry
on, about, or near his or her person a firearm, concealed of other
wise,when acting as a private detective or private seqoeitgon,
without first obtaining a firearmpermit granted by the depart

SPS 34.002 Definitions. In addition to definitions under MeNt: , B
s.SPS 30.02, in this chapter: (6) A person who is a qualified out—-of-state lamforcement
« " o ; fficer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (g), Stats., to carry a concealed
(1) “Carry” has the meaningiven in s. 175.60 (1) (ag), Stats.2 ' - ' ' )
Note: Section 175.60 (1) (ag), Stats., reads: “ ‘Carry’ meage armed with.” firearmand if s. 941,'23 (2) (b) 1. 10 3.,.Stats., applies, may carry
(2) “Dangerousweapon” has the meaning given in s. 939 2%n,about, or near his or her person a firearm, concealed of other
(10), Stats ’ “Wwise,when acting as a private detective or private seqpeityon,
Note: Section 939.22 (10), Stats., readsDangerous weapon’ means any fire without first obtaining a firearmpermit granted by the depart
arm, whether loadear unloaded; any device designed as a weapon and capabldB€Nt.

producingdeath or great bodily harm; any ligature or other instrumentality used on (7) A person who is a formerfider, as definedn s. 941.23
thethroat, neck, nose, or mouth of another person to impede, partially or complet ! - ;

breathingor circulation of blood; any electric weapon, as defined in s. 941.295; (0), Sta_ts-: to carry a concealed firearm a_ndQﬂSL.23 (2) (o), )
any other device or instrumentality which, in the manner it is used or intended to8éats. applies, may carry on, about, or near his or her person a fire

used,is calculated or Ilkely to produce death or great bOdIly harm.” arm, Concealed)r Otherwlse, When actlng as a pnvate detectlve or

(3) "Weapon”has the meaning given175.60 (1) (j), Stats. privatesecurity person, without first obtaining a firearpesmit
Note: Section 175.60 (1) (jBtats., reads: “ "@apon’ means a handgun, an elec %anted by the department.
€

tric weapon, as defined in s. 941.295 (1c) (a), a knife other than a switchblade k . . . .
unders. 941.24, or a billy club.” (8) A person who is a licensee, as defined in s. 175.6@)1)

History: CR 14-014: crRegister August 2014 No. 704f.&f-1-14. Stats.,or anout-of-state licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (g),
Stats., to carry a concealed weapon as permitted under s. 175.60,
SPS 34.01 General conditions relating to carrying ~ a  Stats. may carry on, about or near his or her person a firearm, con
firearm. (1) No owner or employee of an agency may carry amdealedor otherwise, when acting as a private detective or private
firearmunless all of the following conditions are met: securityperson, without first obtaining a firearms permit granted
(a) The circumstances or conditions of the ovmer employ by the department.

ee’sassignment as a private security person give rise to a substaHistory: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1988, No. 394, &f11-1-88; am. (1) (intro.a)
tial need for being armed to (c), cr (1) (am), (d) to (g), (3) and (4),andrecr (2), RegisterDecember1994,
g ' No. 468, ef. 1-1-95;am. (1) (intro.), cr(1) (fm), RegisterJanuary1997, No. 493,

(am) The agency requires the owner or employee to carr)gofagZ—]‘l—l%7;1arg-7(l) (lzzl)fing (d) ?ng ) (h) 283 l(i)NRegfltelglfozvelmgtir1997, l;!o.
: : : : , ef. 12-1-97;am.(4), RegisterJanuary. , No. s —1-01; correction
firearm When.actlng as a private Secu”t}’ per;_on. in (1) (c), (i) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register NovemteN2O671;

(b) The client and the agency agree in writing that the agen@fy 14-014: am. (1) (intro.), (1) (), (fm), am. (1) (h), (2), (3), (4), ct (5) to (8)
will assign armed security personnel to the client. ReégisterAugust 2014 No. 704, £9-1-14.

(c) The agency has received a permit from the department pur

SPS 34.001 Authority.  The rules inthis chapter are
adoptedpursuant to ss. 227.12) and 440.26 (3m) and (5r), Stats
History: Cr. RegisterNovember1997, No. 503, &f12-1-97.

SPS 34.011 Conditions relating to transporting a

suantto s. SPS 34.015. ) - loaded firearm in a vehicle. Except as provided in s. SPS
(d) The owner or employee is not prohibited from possessiRg.01(5) to (8), no owner or employeéan agency may transport
afirearm under s. 941.29, Stats., or any federal law aloaded firearm in &ehicle; unless all of the following conditions

(e) Subject to ss.11.321, 11.322 and 11.335, Stats., the aremet:
owneror employee has not been convicted of a misdemeanor (1) Thefirearm is in plain view In this section “in plain view”
(g9) The owner or employee complies with all federal or stateeanst is visible from ordinary observation to a person outside
laws or local ordinances when carrying a firearm. the vehicle.

(h) The owner or employee does not hold a temporary privat ote: A firearm located in a glove compartment, in a briefcase, under a seat of a
. i vehicle,or covered by the clothing of an occupant, is not “in plain ¥iew
securitypermit issued under s. 440.26 (5r), Stats.

. . . ... (2) If the firearm is a handgun, the owner or employee-trans
() The agency has obtained a comprehensive general Ilablbyrtsthe firearm in a holster which is in plain view
policy pursuant to s. SPS 31.034.

(2) Exceptas provided in subs. (5) to (8), an owner o (3) If the firearm is other than a handgun, the owner or

i f h led fi t mployeetransports the firearm in a device inside the vehicle
employeeor any agency may not carry aogncealed firearm at \yjch jocks thefirearm in position and prevents an unauthorized
a time when he or she is on duty

) g ] . personfrom removing the firearm from the locking device and
(3) Exceptas provided in subs. (5) to (8), a private detectiVghich is in plain view

may only carry a firearm when dlhe conditions in sub. (1) are-sat ; : ; ;

isfied. This subsection does not prohibit a private detective frogns(é)s'l'gkzregzvneror employee complies with the requirements in

havmgon' abQUt or nezi_ns or h_er persor! a flrea'.’m tha_'t the P”V"’,‘te History: Cr. RegisterJanuary1977, No. 493, &f2-1-97; am. (intro.), Register

detectiveobtained and is holding as evidence in an investigatiofovember1997, No. 503, &12-1-97; correction in (4) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b)

RegisterDecember 2014 No. 708
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7., Stats., Register November 20Mo. 671; CR 14-014: am. (intro.) Register Augusthy conducting the 6—hour refresher course or the 36—hour course
2014No. 704, €f 9-1-14; correction in (intro.) made under s. 13.92 (4) (I3tats., unders. SPS 34.03 (1)

RegisterAugust 2014 No. 704. . .
(4) An owner or employee who has not obtained a certificate

SPS 34.015 Application for a permit to carry a fire -  of proficiency under this section at any time during the 5 years pre
arm. (1) An agency who applies forl@ense or permit under ch. cedingthe issuance of a permit by the department pursuant to s.
SPS31 shall apply to the department for a petmiauthorize any SPS34.015 shalbbtain a new certificate by successfully complet
of its ownersor employees to carry a firearm when assigned to diag the full 36—hour course, as required in s. SPS 34.03.

SO by the agency History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1988, No. 394, &f11-1-88; r and recrRegister
I . December1994, No. 468, &f1-1-95; am. (3), Registelovember1997, No. 503,
Note: Fora copy of Form #2156, Procedures for Certification of Proficiency tgg. 12-1-97; correction in (1), (2) (intro.), (b), (3), (4) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b)
Carrya Firearm, contact the departmanphone: (608) 2661212 or download the7, Stats., Register November 20Mo. 671; CR 14-014: (2) (a), (b) renum. from (2)
form from the departmerg’'webpage at http://dsps.wi.gov/Licenses—-Permits/Firgintro.), am. (3) Register August 2014 No. 704, 8f1-14.
armsPermit/FIREPforms.

(2) Thedepartment may grant a permit to an agency pursuantSPS 34.03 Initial training requirements for  carrying
to sub.(1) if the department has determined that all of the eondi firearm. (1) GENERAL REQUIREMENT. Exceptas provided in
tions and requirements in ss. SPS 34.01, 34.02, 34.03, and 340 (2), completion of a trainingrogram of not less than 36 hours
havebeen satisfied by the agency and the owner or employee vaionisistingof the following is required as a prerequisitedbtair
will be assigned by the agency to carry a firearm while on dutyg an initial certificate of proficiency to carryfisearm under s.

(3) A permit shall only be valid while the owner or employe§PS 34.02. The training prograsallinclude all of the follow
performsprivate security services for the agency to whiclpttre  1N9:
mit was granted. When an owner or employee transfers employ (a) Instruction in the dangers relating to the use of the firearm,
mentto another agengcthe other agency shall obtain a nesvmit  safetyrules, care and cleaning of the firearm.
beforerequiring or permittinghe owner or employee to carry a (b) Training in the care, handling and use of the firearm, pro
firearm. vided in accordance with the current firearms training guide

(4) The department may deny an application submitted to\Wthich the Wsconsin law enforcement standards board has
pursuantto sub. (1) or may suspenlimit or revoke a permit approvedor training Wsconsin law enforcementfafers. When
whichit has granted, if the department determines that the-coritie Wisconsin law enforcement standards board has approved a
tions andrequirements described in sub. (2) have not been satiew edition of the training guide to replace@der edition, train
fied or do not continue to be satisfied. The department shall grévg which is received after the date of whicmew edition is
ahearing pursuant to ch. SPS 1 or 2. approvedmay be based on the older edition for a period not to

(6) Theagency shall pay the reasonable costs incurred by @ceedL2 months after approval of the new edition by the board.

i ; H i i~ihili Note: The firearms training guide approved by thisdnsin Law Enforcement
departmentn Obtalnmg information relatmg to the e“glblhty and tandard8oard is available for inspection at the Division of Professional Credential

qualificationsof each owner or employee to whom the permgrocessing1400 East \&shington Aenue, Madison, Wi or download the guide from

applies,including the reasonable costs of criminal history recorde department of justice webpage: http://doj.wi.gov/.

searchesand if submitted with a license or permit application (c) Instruction in the legal use of firearms under the provisions

underch. SPS 31, shall include costs of finger printing and a U.&.the Wsconsin criminal code and relevant court decisions.

FBl-nationalinstantcriminal background check system (NICS) (d) A presentation stressing the ethical and moral consider

search. ationswhich should be taken into account by any person who uses
History: Cr. RegisterDecember1994, No. 468, &f1-1-95; r (5), Registerdan g firearm.

uary, 2001, No. 541, éf2-1-01; correction in (2), (4) madmder s. 13.92 (4) (b) . . .
7., Stats., Register November 20No. 671; CRL4-014: am. (title), (1), (2), (6) Reg (e) Areview of the law regarding lawful detentions.

ister August 2014 No. 704, e©-1-14. (f) Areview of the law on criminal and civil liability for inten

SPS 34.02 Certificates of proficiency to carry a fire - tional and negligent acts.

" (1) Bef ; it h (2) EQUIVALENT TRAINING. A person who hatkceived at least
%rgwtéu)rsugnct)rt%a:. %g;g%y4%?% r?ﬁgl\ésv?epreé;nétmr&rgyte: V%ﬁga_ hours of training, as described in sub. (1), except that the train

be assignedo carry a firearm while on duty shall obtain a certifi 'd did not include the provisions of #¢onsin lawas in sub. (1)
cateof proficiency in the care, handling and use of a firearm. (P) @nd (c), shall complete the 6-hour refresher course under
Note: For a copy of Form #467, Firearms Certification of Proficiency-Initial Ce,\rS_F>534"02 (3) to _SatISf_gLJb: (1)' _pr(_mded the person was adtho
tification, contact the Departmenf Safety and Professional Services, Division offized by another licensing jurisdiction or governmental agency to

ProfessionaCredential Processing, 1400 Eastshington Aenue, FO. Box 8935, carry a firearm while on duty as a peacdiagf, a personwho
Madison,Wisconsin 53708-8935 or download the form from the departsnenets standswatch for security purposes or as a private detective at any

page:http://dsps.wi.gov ! h . . . .
P : .+ time during the 5 years preceding application for a peamiter
(2) (a) Certification shall be received from a person vgo s SPS 34 015.

approvedas a firearms prof|(:|ency certifier by thartment History: Cr. RegisterOctober1988, No. 394, &f11-1-88; r and recRegister
unders. SPS 34.04. December1994, No. 468, &f1-1-95; correction in (1) (intro.), (2) made under s.

(b) Thecertificate shall be notarized and shall include at leagg.92(4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 20lb. 671; CR 14-014: am. (title), (1)
.. . intro.) Register August 2014 No. 704f.e§-1-14.
1. Afull and complete description of each type of firearm, the

care,handling and use of which tlwsvner or employee is prefi SPS 34.04 Approval as a firearms proficiency  certi -

cient. fier. (1) Before certifying the proficiency of an owner or
2. Statements to thefeét that the owner or employee has-suemployeeto carry a firearm pursuant to s. SPS 34.02, an individ

cessfullycompleted the training required in s. SPS 34.03. Thegal shall obtain the approval of the department by submitting

statementshall include the datéme of daythe number of hours applicationto the department on a form prepared by the depart

and the location where the owner or employee completed theent.

training. Note: Form#1912, Application For Approval ¢firearms Proficiency Certifier

1 i i may be obtained from the Department of Safety and Professional Services, Division
(3) A certificate of prOfICIenCy shall be valid for one yefan f Professional Credential Processing, 1400 EasshiigtonAvenue, FO. Box

owneror employee shall renew a certificate of proficiency by sa§!335,Madison, Wsconsin 53708-8935 or download from the departraenth
isfying the requirements in subs. (1) and (2), extegiithe train  page:http:/dsps.wi.goviLicenses-Permits/FirearmsCertifier/FIRECforms.

ing course shall consist of a 6-hour refresher course which moreg(1m) A peace dfcer is not required to file with the depart
briefly covers the required course contents described in s. SRéntfingerprints under sub. (5), provided thla¢ peace diter
34.03(1). A person approved as a firearms proficiecestifier  submitswith the application for approval a letter frdis or her
unders. SPS34.04 may satisfy the 6—hour training requiremergmployinglaw enforcement agencwritten notmore than one

RegisterDecember 2014 No. 708
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monthbefore the date of the application and stating that the persor(7) The approval of a firearmgproficiency certifier shall

is currently employed as a peacéiadr by the law enforcement expireon December 31 of each even—numbered, ygdess the

agency. firearms proficiency certifier submits to the department an
(2) An applicant for approvas a firearms proficiency certi applicationfor renewal on a form prescribed by the department

fier shall at the time of application meet all of the following quali@ndis reapproved by the department.
fications: History: Cr. RegisterOctober1988, No. 394, &f11-1-88; r and recrRegister

o . . . December1994, No. 468, &1-1-95; r (3) and cr(4), (5) and (6), Registekovem
(a) The individual shall have received training as a police ©&r,1997, No. 503, &12-1-97; cr(1m), (2) (a) 1., 2., 3., (7), am. (2) (intro.),f(b),

itvfi i i i 5) and (6), renum. (2) (a) to i§2) (a) (intro.), Registedanuary2001, No. 541, &
securityfirearms instructoend shall provide evidence of one 01(2_1_01;00”ecti0n in (1), (4) made under & 13.92 () (b) 7 Stats., Register Nover

the following: ber 201l No. 671; EmR1308: emgrer (2) (2) 4., 5., 616-13-13,CR 13-047: cr
i i i (2) (a) 4., 5. Register February 208l4. 698, eff 3—-1-14; CR 14-014: am. (2) (a)
1. Current approval as a firearms instructor byWhsconsin 5737 4 19 (7) Register August 2014 No. 704, @F 1-14.
law enforcement standards board.

2. Current certification as a law enforcement firearms instruc SPS 34.05 Agency firearms policy and laws.
tor by the national rifle association of America, inc. (1) Eachagency shall file withthe department a copy of its fire

3. Atany time on or after January 1, 1995, was approved agnspolicy before any of its owners employees may receive a
afirearms instructor by the Mtonsin law enforcemestandards Permitgranted by the department pursuant t8RS 34.015 and
board,or certified as a lavenforcement firearms instructar a thereaftemwithin 30 days after any substantial charigeiss fire
substantiallyequivalent designation, by the national riflesocia  armspolicy.
tion of America, inc. and has completed a 6—hour firearms iRstrucNote: Forfiling of an agencyg firearms policymail the policy to the Department
tor refreshercourse within 12 months before application fopf Safety and Professional Services, DivisiofPaffessional Credential Processing,
approvalby the department. The refresher course shall be pitéOOEast Wshington Aenue, FO. Bo>§ 893_5, Madison, W&tonsin 53708—-8935.
sentedby a regional training school approved by thisatnsin (2) Eachagency shall maintain a current cofyss. 939.48
law enforcement standards board or by & siafructor in the law 2nd 939.49, Stats., relating to the use of force, and shall make

enforcemengctivities division of the national rifle association. thésedocuments accessible to its owners and employees.
. . . . story: Cr. Register October 1988, No. 394, &f 11-1-88; am. Register
4. Currentcertification or approval as a firearms instructobecember1994, No. 468, &f1-1-95; correction in (1) made undeds.92 (4) (b)

from a school irthe Wisconsin technical college system, that cer’- 371828-, fR%giftelr4N0V6mb6f 20do. 671; CR 14-014m.Register August 2014
tifies or approves firearms instructors in a manner which the: % € i
departmentetermines achieves equivalency to one of the out gpg 34.06 Reporting the discharge of a firearm. If

comesprescribed in subds. 1. to 3. any owner or employee of an agency is responsible for the acci
5. Currentcertification or approval as a firearms instructotentalor intentional dischae of any firearm other than in et
from an institution approved by the U.S. department of educatigsractice,competition, or licensed hunting, or is responsible for the
thatcertifies or approves firearms instructorsaiimanner which accidentalor intentional use of deadly force by any means, the
the department determines achieves equivalémone of the out  owneror employee shall immediately after the incident natify
comesprescribed in subds. 1. to 3. local law enforcement agency where the incident took place and
(b) Notwithstanding ss111.321, 11.322 and 11.335, Stats., inform his or her supervisor of thacident. The supervisor or
theindividual shall not have been convicted of a felony and is nanotherperson assigned by the agency shall investigate the inci
prohibitedfrom possessing a firearm under any state or fedefigntas soon as possible, and shall make a signed, written report
law. of the incident, identifying all persons involved in the incident, the
(c) The individual has, subject to s411321, 11.322 and investigator,and the agengyand fully describing the circum

111.335,Stats., not been ctged with a crime or convicted of a Stancef the incident. As soon as possible after the investigation
misdemeanor. is completed, a copy of the report shall be filed with the depart

. . entand with the local law enforcement agency
(4) The department may deny an application submitted to rFEHistory: Cr. Register Octobeyr 1988, No. 394, &f 11-1-88; am. Register

pursuanto sub. (1) or may suspend, limit or revoke an approvgécember1994,No. 468, eff 1-1-95; am. RegisteAugust, 1995, No. 476, fef
grantedunder this section, if the department determines that tbrel-95.

conditionsand requirements described in sub.H@ye not been
satisfiedor do not continue to be satisfied. The departrakall
granta hearing pursuant to ch. SPS 1 or 2.

(5) Exceptas provided in sub. (1m), an applicant shall subn]\g
to the departmentwvo complete and satisfactory sets of finger;
prints as specified under s. SPS 31.03 (1) (b), in order to carr
firearmand the department matain a criminal history record

SPS 34.07 Other dangerous weapons.  An owneror
employeeof an agency may only be armed wittdangerous
eaponother than a firearm, which he or she, based on training,
proficient in handling. Theerson shall understand the legal
mits of force with the weapon, the dangers and misuse of the
¥v§aponand the safety rules relating to the weapon. adency

H the We ind " t of iusti d the fed hall, upon request of the department, provide documentation of
Searctirom he Visconsin department of Justice and the T€derghq yaining or experience which prepared the person to be profi
bureauof investigation relating to the applicant before 'n't'a”ycientin the use of the weapon.

grantinga perm.lt for that individual. . History: Cr. Register October 1988, No. 394, &f 11-1-88; am. Register
(6) The applicant shall pay the reasonable costs incurred Bgcember1994, No. 468, éf1-1-95.

the department in obtaining information relating to #higibility . - )

andqualifications of thepplicant, including the reasonable costs SPS 34.08  Replica or facsimile of a firearm. - Noowner

of criminal history record searches or employee of an agency mayt any time while he or she is on
Note: Form #1912, Application For Approval of Firearms Proficiency CerxifierdUty' (,:arry on, abOUt’, or near the pers‘?rh concealetherwise,

may be obtained from the Department of Safety and Professional Services, Divisi Object that looks like a firearm, but is not.

of Professional Credential Processing, 1400 EasshiigtonAvenue, FO. Box History: Cr. Register December1994, No. 468, €f 1-1-95; am., Register

8935, Madison, Wsconsin 53708-8935 or download from the departraenéb November1997, No. 503, &f12-1-97; CR 14-014: am. Register August 28b4

page:http://dsps.wi.gov/Licenses—Permits/FirearmsCertifier/FIRECforms. 704, eff. 9-1-14.
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